ing No. 7 . 
ea-farin | 
adventure ao. 729 
rat whic 
ingly and 
mina NO GREEN BELT 
. | COMPROMISE 
work for 
tkespeaté || Middlesex Council resists 
Dunkirk” War Office demands 
of heey E County Planning Officer has 
n é 
pred sea Submitted a report on proposed 
| when ee Wisitions by the War Department 
owt ta | the Middlesex County Council. 
1 . 
av. before afhese requisitions—to cut deeply into the 
f an im te Belt area essential to the plans for 
itation, 0¢ |Jater London—have brought forth unani- 
the litt@ |48 opposition from the Council. 
3 hh his report the Planning Officer says: 
’s floating i The scheme (of building on the acquired 
amers © 4 ) is comprehensive and indicates the 
rgate tiy Pamements for AA Command HQ of 
ats hat Xter Command; the two services, being 
of ee ely allied, need constant Haison.” 
Ook and ites is a fresh approach to the Council, 
Ip estion having been first raised in 
the a At that time various discussions and 
hat of Ninspection of the site took place during 
zle ne Ith it was realised that the War Depart- 
n this val My, desired a very considerable amount of 
» the ay lt tional building which would have neces- 
sunny the || ted the felling of many trees. 
2 am ex ras made clear that such development 
Sad theif | gd be entirely alien to the area, which 
aed flesh (Ngee high amenity value, and would be 
anc junds hgly deprecated by the Middlesex 
ad arovr ‘Cy Pl 
m the i Mty Council, 
loctor “ An agreement, designed to limit the | 
ture * Act Department's development, was re- 
Ssed by that department which sug- 
ted the alternative of “an exchange 
tters.” 
the 2 
ther ai ™anent basis 
tnel>r 
1or nee gloday, the layaut plan shows that the 
| py ay “Posal goes much further. It means the 
eedomy ie bv@nent establishment and expansion of 
stand td bi, @aior Service Department HQs. The 
» DOYS 2 Wing list gives some indication of the 
hours buildings required by the AA 
{ Mand: 
of dels WRAC living accommodation; WRAC 
om ines Male cookhouse and mess room; 
beac oth with boiler house of. considerable size 
this ved | he three chimneys; permanent oflicers’ 
pitula ry 3) combined male and WRAC ser- 
inds ra *" mess; living accommodation for 
e wal er ranks; HQ offices; MT Park; New 
emem Track Blocks; Airmen’s dining room 
(ie club; officers’ and married officers’ 
acifist sy rs. 
| of pe” Nees a development would, in effect, 
ines? el | milly alter the appearance and 
sent any | Mucte® of this very charming corner of 
of 1, th | Bin sex. It has always been considered 
de ¥ ify ‘al to retain its open character and its 
r. Day hatural features. Although the War 
Min, ‘Ment has promised to fell a mini- 
: I eee trees (some would be kept for 
ry of ie gi Mage) most would have to go for the 
will the 7h. programme to materialise. 
5 and iy eat Planning officer ends his strongly | 
of id fof |) Mated report hy stating that “the para. | 
bur "] wit interest is the preservation of the 
or ibe btentarces. and no compromise could he | 
wat yy Yimous resolutions 
any | q ’ 
ails Mie pjCounty Counc!] unanimously adopted 
i hue Wing resolutions: | 
' the “lembers of Parliament representing | 
perdi to Spt OPriate Constituencies be asked 
fe pr ieee DOT the County Council’s strong 
elt¥> vie b the es to the proposed development 
? pert Ainion War Department and by the Air 
VisioPay [ate 2 *¥ inside the Green Belt Area which 
xoals a Gragg entrary to the principals of the 
for ‘gt suittion ; /<:don Plan, and to take such 
innocey iiteen In this connection as they may 
fists we wr §Ppropriate. 
must annin Ministry of Town and Country 


al fh, be informed that the MCC, as 
St, wning Authority, strongly ob- 
© proposed development which 
on peetally frustrate the Greater 
lan in this area. 


»MONEY FOR HEALTH 


to ad World Health Assembly came 
da on May 27 with a farewell 

i new President, 

India’s pacifist 


Kaur, 


an Pe ot Os 
; decisions “mostly unanimous: 


the spirit of accommodation ” 
©, said the President, while 
Sines Crk performed by the third 
-s© Its opening on May 8. 
ym .®poke of the “heart- 


ide 
ita » 
Beeethe Assembly had faced in 


Me the’ 


Mies" Out “obviously necessary 
. a 1 
ident q Use of lack of funds. 


h* in: A880 eclared that each delezate 
n ane ion ae should’ return home with 
Hime ation Making the World Health 
the ,. it would 


oh “er known so 
Wet Mddeq People’s concern.” 

: wi Mon «tt 18 on people’s pennies 
_ thriy, *°¥ernmental donations that 


| brought this first session to a close. 
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REUTER’S MAN QUITS POST IN PROTEST 


Does 


| 


Monty want 


new German army? 
| BRITISH JOURNALIST’S ALLEGATIONS 


HE increasing objections of British journalists to the limitations of 
their freedom in reporting political events came to a head this week 


in Berlin and Tokio. 


In Tokio, Mr. Frank Hawley, 


Guardian, June 13, 1950). 


John Peet, whose messages, say Reuters, 
“have always been accurate, impartial 
and beyond reproach,” told an East Berlin 
Press Conference that “the last straw” 
was the “lying and warmongering reports 
in the Western Press of the great Whitsun 
youth peace demonstration in Berlin.” 


CHURCH LEADER WARNS : 
““ Police state methods 
growing in USA”’ 


NEW YORK 


R. ROBERT W. SEARLE of the 

Protestant Council of the City of New 
York, said here he detected “a move toward 
police state methods” in legislation govern- 
ing control of atomic energy information. 
He also said he was disturbed by some 
government regulations concerning loyalty 
tests. 

In an address at the 12th round-table 
session of the Religious and Welfare Com- 
| mittee of the New York Committee on 
| Atomic Information, Inc., Dr. Searle said 
'“ we are introducing police state methods ” 
in attempts to protect democracy by 
secrecy. 

“Congress has come up with secrecy 
methods to protect national security,” he 
said, ‘but nobody has defined ‘security.’ 
What are we trying to secure? The funda- 
mental thing to do is to develop our own 
faith in democracy. We are acting as if 
we were afraid. If we seem afraid, how 
can we expect anybody else to believe in 
democracy?” 


( 


In Berlin, John Peet, son of Hubert Peet, former editor of The Friend, has quit 
his post as head of Reuter’s Berlin Bureau. 


Times 
| expulsion after being warned that “No accredited representative should publish any 
news likely to intertere with General MacArthur’s objectives in Japan,” (Manchester 


Correspondent, was threatened with 


John Peet reealled a recent meeting 
in the Berlin Press Club when Lieut- 
General Sir Charles Keightley, Commander- 
in- Chief of the British Army of the Rhine, 
said: 

“T have discussed the whole thing with 
Monty and he fully shares my view that 
we must get a German Army going as 
soon as possible. Some dumb politicians 
are against it but they won't be for much 
longer.” 


General Keightley has issued an official 
denial of the statement. 


News from East suppressed 


John Peet told the Conference that mes- 
sages favourable to the East were being 
suppressed by the Western newspapers. 


“Every Western journalist, if he is 
honest, can only laugh sadly at the so-called 
Western freedom of the Press. There is a 
freedom only for the warmongers, and we, 
the correspondents, are paid to supply the 
sort of stories that they like. 


“ But we have no freedom to report truly 
what is in fact going on or to fight for 
peace.” 


“ America is well on the way to changing 
my country, my England, into a powerless 
American colony.” 


John Peet resigned from the Society of 
Friends some years ago. He served in the 
Internationa] Brigade in Spain in 1937-8 
and joined Reuters in 1945. 

He has never been a member of the Com- 


munist Party and he told the Berlin Press 
Conference that he expects to keep his 


—RNS ; British nationality and his passport. 


THE HUMAN CRISIS IN AFRICA’ 


Britain must right natives’ wrongs 


t 
' 


The Rev, Michael Scott, waa the main speaker at a conference on 
Human Crisis In Africa” held on Saturday last in the Victoria Hall, London. 


“ The 


Almost 400 delegate were at this conference arranged by the Africa Committee 
of the National Peace Council. 


HE Rev. Michael Scott stated the 

case for native peoples of Africa 
and outlined the measures which 
could be taken to avert the grave 
danger resulting from a policy of 
racial discrimination, violence and 
oppression. 


In common with the other speakers, 
Scott emphasised the fact that the only 
road to salvation now lies along the lines 
of co-operation with the natives. The 
question no longer is what we can do for 
them, but what they can do for them- 
selves, if given the right assistance in 
the right way. 

By way of example he mentioned a 
scheme drawn up by Tshekedi Khama for ! 
the establishment of secondary education in 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate which has 
already been put into practice. 


A practical project 


He went on to present the Conference 
with a practical project by which two mil- 
lion acres of cultivable land could be re- 
claimed from the Kalahari desert. “It 
could be undertaken,” he said, “if we could 
find technically qualified people with a love 
of Africa and a vocation to give at least 
a part of their lives and their talents to the 
reparation—I might almost say expiation— 
of the wrongs that have been done, both to 
the soil and peoples of Africa by the ruth- 
less mining of her land and: human resources 
during the last 100 years. 


Muriel Lester, just returned from a 
three months’ tour of South Africa for the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, followed 
Michael Scott with a vivid description of 
the dehumanising effect which the “ colour 
bar" has on both Europeans and natives In 
everyday life. A discussion, in which the 
delegates of many organisations shared, 


The position of Africa in the world 
economy was the subject for the second 
session. 


Ritchie Calder, Science Editor of the 
News Chronicle, detailed the possibilities 
of the Okovango River Scheme which he in- 
spected during his recent visit’ under the 
aegis of UNESCO. Michael Seott had re- 


(Continued on back page) 


PEACE NEWS. 


The International Pacifist Weekly 


THREEPENCE 


EVERY TIME A 
SCAPEGOAT 


“So Hitler did start the last war! 

But he did not start the 1914-18 
war, or the Boer War. Our problem 
is not who started the last war but 
what starts every war.” 


Speaking at the annual rally of the 

._ British Legion at Nottingham’s Albert 

Hall, last Sunday, the Rev. Kenneth L. 

Waights continued: “There were in 

Europe alone some 25 million profes- 

sing Christians and they did not have 
the power to stop the rise of Hitler. 


NO GLORY ALLOWED 


“Hitler was a boil on the blood 
stream of low morality.” 


“War,” continued the Rev. Waights, 
“is an evil, damnable and un-Christian 
function. I cannot in a Christian pul- 


pit allow there to be any glory in it, ex- 
cept the nobility that evil brings out. 


“If the problem is a way of living, 
Christianity is a way of living. 
Christianity is not going to church or 
reading the Bible or being good. It may 
include those things but, essentially, it 
is a way of life.” 


Einstein leads call 


for disarmament 


“LIP - SERVICE BUT NO 
ENCOURAGEMENT” 


R. Einstein, with fifteen other 

American scientists, education- 
ists, clergymen and writers last 
Monday accused the U.S. of paying 
lip service to disarmament while 
actually discouraging it. 


The charge was made in a report issued 
in Washington by the National Council 
against Conscription. 


The group urged a programme for 
disarmament, including immediately halt- 
ing atomic-bomb production, acceptance 
of the Soviet proposal for national rather 
than international atomic ownership, and 
acceptance of the American proposal for 
international inspection of atomic re- 
sources and production, says an Associated 
Press report. 


The report said that while the United 
States tells the United Nations it wants 
disarmament and only Russia stands in the 
way other American officials do what they 
can to discourage disarmament. It said 
that neither Russia nor the United States 
has given any clear indication it wants to 
“get out of the war system.” 


Speaking of Russia and the United States, 


the Manchester Guardian auotes the report 
as follows: 


_ “Neither has pressed disarmament as if 
it were a major aim of national policy. Yet 


both are receptive to public opinion and to 
possible economic advantages that might 
accrue from disarmament, and both want to 
avoid war. It is in these that hope lies.” 


BOTH TRAINERS :"IT‘S EASY~ALL YOU NEED 


‘ 1 


eS TRANGLE R 


IS AN INCH MORE MUSCLE 
THAN THE OTHER CHAP!” 
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“PEACE BY STRENGTH IS PRACTICABLE”— President Truman 
~—Newa Chronicle headline, June 2, 1950 
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES ' 


Great Britain and abroad: Three months, 
4a. 4d.; six months, 8s. 8d.; twelve 
months l6s. 6d. 


THE SOLDIER’S | 
CONSCIENCE 


“VENHEIRS not to reason why, 

theirs but to do and die,” 
scans as well as ever in the poem, but 
is no longer such a clear guide to a 
soldier’s duty. 


Private Lindsell, the sentry who shot a 
German policeman who wouldn’t stop at his 
challenge, has been let off the death sen- 
tence first passed on him, and does not yet 
know his fate. But he is probably not the 
only puzzled man in the British Army 
today. 


For the soldier now confronts the start- 
ling decision of a military court that a 
soldier’s duty is to reason why before he 
does or dies. 

* 


The fact is, military law is undergoing a 
change which may possibly have more than 
a merely legal significance. 


There was an interesting article this 
week in the Evening Standard by Charles 
Shelley, entitled “‘The Lindsell Case puts 
British Justice on Trial’? The writer 
admits that the present confusion about a 
soldier’s duty is an inevitable sequel to the 
Nuremburg trials, where the court decided 
that obedience to superior orders is no 
defence to a charge of war crimes. 


And on this point he makes interesting 
comments. He says the Allied Powers only 
made the new rule about a soldier’s indi- 
vidual responsibility in order to get Ger- 
man war criminals into their own net. And 
now, he says, “ We are hoist with our own 
petard ... . In order to give the appea-ance 
of ‘fair shares’ we have started .o mutilate 
our own time-honoured law.” 


«x 


And he adds: ‘“‘ The new rule was suwn in 
a dark bed or revenge, and, as always with 
revenge, we are tnreatenea with is bitter 
truit.” 

Wise words. But where we ditfer with 
him is that he wants the law to yr) back on 
{he new rule. 

He cites a possible case: ‘Suppuse a 
bomber pliot were ordered to blitz # city 
which he suspected contained no military 
Objective ... lf he was in doubt he would 
be justified, nay compelled, to disobey.” 


We hope he would. And we admit that 
sort ot thing would seriously spoil a war. 
For that “time-honoured rwWie” is the rule 
of blind obedience and the disregard of 
conscience, 


Once that rule is relaxed war begins to 
become impossible, Once individual moral 
responsibility is evoked, men may begin to 
use their imagination. And that is just 
what we pray for. 


How many men are there in this country 
who, if they allowed their imagination to 
- dwell freely upon what they are doing, 
would be able to perform an act which they 
knew would probably tear women and child- 
ren to pieces or burn them to death ? 


As has been observed before—Wars will 
cease when men refuse to fight. And they 
will refuse when they begin to think for 
themselves. 


We do not, agree that the present situa- 
tion was simply tne result or the Nurem- : 
burg trials, We believe it has a deeper 
cause. 


Modern methods of war have for the 
first time got the world’s conscience really 
worried. ‘Ihe present hysterical atmos- 
phere of the cold war is largely due to a 
deep-rooted sense of guilt. The nations 
have begun to condemn themselves. And 
the Nuremburg trials were not the cause 
of the present confusion about the rules of 
war, but were themselves an effect of that 
unrest, 


We do not believe it will be possible to 
go back on this new rule about individual 
responsibility. The law may rescind it, 
but it will remain at work on the imagina- 
tion of men. 


-*Attempts to make rules about war are, 
we know, futile. But the attempts are a 
sign of growth. For men want to make 
rules, because they are beginning to learn 
that at present they are only making chags. 

And the more they go on trying, the more | 
obvious will become the futility of trying | 
to make laws for the conduct of lawlessness. | 


; 
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Commentary 


HE Schuman Plan for the 

integration of Western European 
coal and steel production is a good 
example of the difficulties which face 
all efforts to set up a supra-national 
authority, even of restricted 
character, in present world condi- 
tions. 

As most people know, it is our own 
country that is proving the main stumbling 
block. The French and the Germans, with 
Belgium and Holland in support, are in 
agreement, and the Americans have signi- 
fied their approval. - 

According to the latest,information the 
Paris Conference on the plan will assemble 
on June 20, but British representatives, if 
any, are likely to be there only as observers 
or “ associates.” 


Mixed motives of opposition 


MPHE culprit, not for the first time in such 
matters, is Mr. Ernest Bevin; and in 
the criticism with which his hesitations are 
meeting within our own ranks a good many 
pacifists—because they welcome all develop- 


ments towards surrenders of specific 
sovereign rights—find themselves in the: 


same camp with people whose favourable 
reception of the Schuman Plan is due to 
very different motives. 

Ever since he went to the Foreign Office, 
Mr. Bevin has had to take the blame for 
troubles arising directly out of our peculiar 
position in world politics. He has displeased 
the Left Wing of Labour by not being suffi- 
ciently independent of: U.S. influence and 
policy on more than one occasion; and on 
most of the remaining ones he has dis- 
pleased a whole host of other people in- 
cluding pacifists as well as the U.S.—as he 
is doing now—by his lack of enthusiasm 
for European integration. 


A very confused issue 


Bvt do the people for whom Bevin is 

just an old blockhead realise that what 
he is up against in this case is not a single 
but a double integration? And if not a 
double integration, then a betrayal of the 
nationalisation programme on which he was 
elected? 

Though demanding some sacrifice from 
all concerned, it is a comparatively simple 
task to integrate some or all of the indus- 
tries of different countries if all of these 
countries haye the same kind of home 
government. But every nuance of difference 
in the colouring of the home governments 
makes integration more difficult; and con- 
versely, integration renders the main- 
tenance of home colours almost impossible. 
If such were not the case, there need be 
no near-war ‘between the Soviets and 
America, in whose case that fundamental 
incompatibility is at its peak point. 


THE CASE 


HERE is one issue that far 
transcends in importance any- 


thing else: the question of peace and 
war. None of the amenities of life matter 
if we cannot have peace to enjoy them. And 
the search for social security is meaning- 
less uniess we are free from the final in- 
security of war. 


One particular aspect of this problem 
has shortly to be put, in one form or an- 
other, before the Australian people, and 
that is conscription. The Government is 
now working on a scheme of National Ser- 
vice, as it is so dishonestly called, and be- 
fore long the details will be announced. 
The people of Australia will then have to 
decide whether they are going to tolerate 
the regimentation, for purposes of killing, 
of young men—lads of 17 and 18. 


Why the youngsters? 


I want to say for myself that I regard 
conscription as completely wrong in princi- 
ple. 1 ought to make it clear to you that I 
am opposed to all war, and therefore to 
conscription as part of it. There are, how- 
ever, many people who do not altogether 
reject war, but who, nevertheless, object to 
conscription. It is more in those terms that 
1 talk to you now. I would rather, of course, 
that there were no such thing as war—I 
daresay you feel like that, too!—but what 
I want io say is: If you must have wars, 
why compel the youngsters to do the dirty 
work ? Why compel anybody ? 

Whether or not to ‘take human life is a 
very serious question which each man ought 
to decide for himself. If a man decides 
that it is right to do so and then, at some 
inconvenience and even danger, goes off to 
do it, although I think he is wrong, I can 
understand and respect him. 


What I cannot understand is how any 
community can sink so low as to compel 
boys to do it, nor can I respect any such 
departure from true freedom. For remem- 
ber that one of the most serious considera- 
tions is that. the lads to be conscripted have 
never been given any say in the matter — 
or in any other matter of government, since 
they are too young to have voted. 


“Theirs not to reason why .. .” 


’ 


Nor are they given the smallest choice as 
to whom they will fight. They are just 
called up and once they are in the Forces 
it is “ Theirs not to reason why; theirs but 


By ROY SHERWOOD 


The British Foreign Secretary has an 
endless choice of people whom he can dis- 
appoint or offend: Leftists by being too 
friendly with the Americans, Americans by 
being too much of a socialist, Western 
Europeans by being too loyal to his party’s 
programme of full employment, Russians 
by being too bourgeois, Jews by being pro- 
Arab, pacitists by having lost patience with 
the Soviets. 


The difficulties of integration 


UT it may serve a better purpose to 
express the same truth in another way: 

The men in office are ahead of the masses 
in recognition of our new state of depen- 


dence. Instead of offending one after 
another al] the groups to whom their 
shifting policies must at one time or 


another give offence, they would do well to 
drive that simple fact into the minds of the 
people, 


Incidentally, that would constitute the 
best education towards the necessary give- 
and-take of wider integrations. For there 
are two kinds of integration to be brought 
about—political as well as economic. And 
since economic conditions have a great deal 
to do with shaping the political ones, it is 
not surprising progress is slow—and the 
two aspects of the problem often contra- 
dictory. 


A new African problem 


' HE widespread dismay Dr. Malan’s 
Apartheid proposais tor South Atrica 
are causing’ everywhere, is apt to over- 
shadow another aspect of African complica- 
tions about to assume serious proportions. 
An article entitled “ White Africa” in 
the Mancnester Guardian Weekly mentions 
that a growing’ body ot opinion in Central 
Africa “tavours white immigration on a 
large scalie—not merely of owners and 
managers and technicians but of unskilled 
workers too.” In this connection the writer 
cites an experiment arranged for half-a- 
dozen farms in Southern tkhodesia by the 
Rhodesia Tobacco Association, on which all 
labour is to be performed by white people. 


Three reasons appear to be working in 
favour of such experiments: 


1. African. farm labour is considered 
“inefficient.” As far as Southern 
Rhodesia ts concerned, it is also scarce. 


2. An increase in the number of Euro- 
peans domiciled in the region would 
strengthen the case for full Dominion 
status; and if the employment of Euro- 
pean farm labour were to become 
normal, a great increase in the white 
population could be expected. 


3. The adoption of such a plan would 
help to find means of disposing of a 
great number of Europe’s “ displaced 
people.” 


| World 
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Native interests ignored 


N this case the white people concerned 


. ate pees exerts of the Apare 
senool of thought. Yet not a sing: ‘ 
occurs in their reasoning of considerant se blood, a 
tor the indigenous population's interes of RANCE: Ca 
only preoccupation with the possibility ‘own, is now 
creating a “ White Africa.” ; . laring ther 
It is not surprising to Jearn from i 
sume article that “ many people—among REMAN Y : 
them most articulate Africans—feat *), ee cna 
the effect on the African peoples would ma gta ve cel 
devastating.’ And no wonder. AP# Bees’, for 
from all the more obvious injustices of oF a €t money 
placing indivenous populations from E tiven f 
own home soil, there is a particular me i re 
ness about shifting the difficulties of 
sorbing Europe’s displaced people 0 
another set of races’ continent. 


Pot and kettle (continued) 


PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S latest speett 

delivered at the dedication of ti "q ANGARY: 
ferson National Expansion Memoria at a | Stockh 1 S 
Louis on June 10, gives little hope Fie’s 1 1231 399 
tavourable consideration of Mr. Trevé i Gran Bull 
proposals. It was a plain re-assertion ss We Wilt ne 
United States belief in military powe? : ‘ 
the only means of averting war. 

The Soviets were referred to in not 
but terms of complete condemnation, “%, 
one sentence standing out particulary (¢ 
incomprehensibly lacking in any sense 
humour: a 

“The leaders of the Soviet Union, Xe 
stead of using their resources to 1m Pot 
the well-being of their people, are ae 
ing a massive share of those resdy art 

to the acquisition of further mill 

strength.” or 

It is probably true—but what about ie 
selves 2? How many houses could be wyote 
in this country if our budget did not de' e 
so massive a share of our resowyrces 1 4 
acquisition of further military streng’ 


penschat t 


ing 
hi ; 


Serio-comed \ 
y ane ‘oRWay- 
“ULLY as humorous, though at the § ith : 
time tragic, is the Allied attitude nom bys 
regard to China. The Soviet walk-out nited Mian servi 
the Security Council and _ other Urals ‘hey 
Nations bodies is due, it may be recé 
to the continuance of Nationalist U® jis 
membership, while the effective Comt¥yy. 
Government of China remains unt 
sented even in the General Assembly: 


And here is where the joke—if sU@ jn? 
thing can be called a joke—come> the 


AGAINST CONSCRIPTION 


A broadcast talk given by the former 

Secretary of the British No Conscrip- 

tion Council, ROGER PAGE, from 

South Adelaide, Australia on Monday, 
June 12. 


to do and die.” Yes, and die; not only to 
die, but to kill, willy-nilly. 

In Britain many lads were conscripted to 
fight the Hitler menace — and on those 
terms many were not unwilling to go— 
but a number of them, before they were 
finished, found themselves fighting Greek 
democrats. Thus all right of choice had 
been taken away. 


I think that in our hearts most of us 
know that conscription is wrong, but we put 
up with it for a variety of reasons—some 
ot us, I fear, because we have never 
bothered to think about it; some for the 
even worse reason that we blindly accept 
what the Government says about it. 


Then again, many of us are rather 
frightened about the possibil.ty of war in 
the future and we will accept conscription 
because we think it will make us secure. 
This is nonsense; arrant nonsense. When 
has conscription ever made a nation safe ? 
That was phe promias of Hitler to the Ger- 
man people: You know what has happened 
to that promise! Did conscription, then, 
save Germany ? France had had a long his- 
tory of conscription before the last war, yet 
you know how soon the French army folded 
up, and proved once again that conscription 
is not necessarily a guarantee of security. 


Do we want regimentation? 


Unfortunately, when conscription is pro- 
posed, so many red herrings are dragged 
across the path—and they are not very 
fresh herrings, either ! 


Politicians try to justify conscription by 
talking of it being good for discipline. There 
ar® several answers to that. 


_ Firstly, it is just not true; there is no 
indication that young soldiers are better 
‘behaved than young civilians. 


Secondly, who wants a regimented and so- 
called disciplined people—is this a free de- 
mocracy or is it not ? 


Thirdly, if some system of compulsory 
training in discipline is thought to be neces- 
sary, why must it be training to kill? 


_ Fourthly, what a country needs from its 
citizens is self-discipline, and the army does 
little to encourage that ! 
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World News in Brief 


USA; At the 97th annual convention of the 
titan Pharmaceutical Association, the 
% ‘Chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
_ittee of the Association said: “It has been 
pMated that ideal care of a_ severely 
atom bomb patient would call for 
tanks of oxygen, three nurses, 2.7 miles 
ys40ze, 36 pints of plasma, 40 pints of 
ole blood, and 100 pints of other fluid.” 


RANGE: Carcassone, old French fortress 
a now added to the list of those 
Ting themselves “world territory.” 
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preparing a new war. 


The barrier between East and 
West is growing higher and on both 
sides the governments are arming 
against one another. 


The Netherlands, too, is involved in 
these preparations ror war; she is drawn 
into the American front. The Netherlands 
has become a partner of the Atlantic Pact; 
she has to pay her charge for arming 
against Russia. Receiving weapons from 
America, the Netherlands is being made 
strong against a possible Russian attack. 


The Dutch people daily become more and 
more militarised; all through the country a 
saluting girl challenges from her poster: 
“You ought to join the Womens’ Auxilary 
Corps.” Fantastic amounts are deing 
spent on defence and similar causes; some 
£15,000,000 has already gone in this way. 
This figure is half of all the taxes paid by 
the ten million population. 

By Press and radio our people are in- 
fluenced into accepting anything which 
they are told is necessary. 


The church, too, accepts this militarisa- 
tion and supports and co-operates in it ! 
WE HAVE FORGOTTEN .. . 

‘hat aiter two world wars we still are 

far Irom what we wanted to gain by 

them. Brute force is only producing: 
brute force. We are now arming against 
the Kussian people whose sacrinces dur- 
ing World War ti we so readily and en- 

Lnusiastically welcomed. We, ourselves, 

heiped strengthen her during the war ! 


Peace attained by force of arms is only 
an interruption of war. We have to 
realise that arming will only arouse the 
disaster we hope and need to avoid. War 
is no solution to the existing strain and 
conflicts. 


WE ARE FORGETTING ... 


That by a new war Europe will be com- 
pletely lost. Preparation for this war 


means deliberate suicide for Europe. 
WE ARE FORGETTING... 
That, if we reiect Communism for its 


totalitarian metnods, we cannot fight and 
conquer it by the same methods, but 
only by a real change in our own lives. 
If we spent the money allotted for defence 
in creating a community based on 
Christian teaching, then would we be able 
to combat wrong by our example. 


WE ARE FORGETTING . .. 


That, if we want to stimulate freedom, 
militarism is its strongest enemy. This 
because militarism is one with Fascism 
and National-Socialism. 


CHRISTIANS . 
Ask yourself if you are willing to join in 


with this untamed, unchecked use of 
force. Such acquiescence is_ directly 
opposed to all that Jesus taught. 


DON’T SAY... 


It is no matter whether we co-operate in 
war preparation or not; this is fatal. It 
is defeatist because it is used as an easy 
way out. 


DON’T SAY... 


What can I do, [I alone? As individuals 
we are to be obedient to that teaching 
which we live by and by which we know 
that, by word, action and example we 
must say NO to all militarisation and its 
causes. 


COMMUNISTS SAY... 


“Don’t unload American weapons, 
Dockers.” But would they say this of 


The National Peace Council and Mr. Bevin 


in Europe and many other parts of the 
world. 


Commenting on Mr. Bevin’s “ No” to all 
of the Council's proposals; Corder Catch- 
pool ended recently with the plea ‘“ God 
help us!” And that phrase sums up the 
attitude hopelessly adopted by millions of 
the people affected by Mr. Bevin’s decisions. 


Without representation, these people, the 
ones who have to fight and die in any war 
which is caused by these decisions, are led 
blindly through the murky passages of poli- 
tical shortsightedness into whatever results. 
They want more schools and hospitals, per- 
haps even need more food and clothing, but 
instead they have news of the tens of mil- 
lions being spent on A-bombs, H-bombs, 
more submarines, higher speed jets, and all 
of the other pet savageries of a war crazed 
state. 


Pacifists know all of this, and more, buy’ 
such examples of the government’s attitude 
to peace as Mr. Bevin’s replies indicate 
should prove of interest to others. The pro- 
posals of the NPC, and the Foreign Secre- 
tary’s rejoinder, should be placed side by 
side in front of the men and women ruled by 
this armaments-chasing Government. Then 
some, of the folly of wars, and some of its 
causes. may be brought home to the huge 
majority who will not normally listen to 
pacifist ideas. P.C.R. 


DUTCH PEACE APPEAL 


Christians ! 
aid war preparations 


The following is culled from a statement by the Head Council of the 

“CHURCH AND PEACE” organisation in Amsterdam. 
T is a fact, and a sad one, that all over the world 
America says: “ We are arming against 
Russia”; Russia says: “ We are arming against America.” 


Do not 


the nations are 


Soviet weapons? Do not support the 
Communist party whose peace efforts are 
one-sided only. 


WE MUST SAY... 


“Listen to the teaching of Jesus as 
regards all violence; then refuse to assist 
in any war preparations and make your 
refusa] positive and known.” 


WE ASK CHRISTIANS... 


To get rid of the faith in violence which 
is directly in contradiction to our beliefs. 
Our beliefs, based on the highest teach- 
ing, are the one sure weapon against wars 
and all evil from whatever source derived. 


CHRISTIANS ... 


You are not part of the U.S. or Soviet or 
any other bloc. Belief and life in accord- 
ance with the teaching of Jesup is your 
only duty. And that entails your whole- 
hearted co-operation in ending war, 
militarisation and all violence. 


Thousands of copies of the appeal are 
being distributed throughout Holland from 
the offices of Kerk en Vrede, Argonauten- 
straat $7, Ansterdam, Z. 


FRENCH CO HAS 
“IMPOSSIBLE PROBLEM” 


EAN BERNARD MOREAU, the young 
French conscientious objector with 
whom Garry Davis had declared his soli- 
darity, reported to the barracks when he 
was first called to the Army, but refused 
to put on uniform. An incident which oc- 
curred at that time has recently been put 
on record in the U.S. magazine, Fellowship. 


Moreau was taken before the captain, 
who said that the CO had no conscience 
whatever, at which a nurse who was pre- 
sent exclaimed: ‘Tell him, Captain, that 
he has too much, not that he has none.” 


As the captain turned on her, an NCO in- 
terrupted with: “But captain, clearly 
enough this is an impossible problem for a 
Christian. If I am in the army it is be- 
cause I am not a Christian. If I became 
one I could not answer for the 
consequences.” 


June 16, 1950, PEACE NEWS—3 


“|F THE BOMBERS 
FLY AGAIN” 


| Germans answer Bomber Harris 


TENHE Albert Hall speech of Sir Arthur 

Harris, Marshal of the RAF, which 
was reported in PN of May 26 has had an 
answer from the German Press. 


Our own correspondent at that time 
reported on what he called the “curious 
omissions” of Harris; the Mittag a Dus- 
seldorf newspaper, puts the case more 
strongly. 


Mittag writes that “ Bomber ” Harris has 
evidently not learnt—like so many others— 
to see both sides of a question, to under- 
stand that modern war is a terrible thing 
in itself, and to realise that far more in- 
nocent people are sacrificed in war than 
“ ruilty ones.” 


The Air Marshal is quoted as saying that 
Allied airmen .had seen with satisfaction 
that Germany had been reduced to ruins as 
a reprisal for the killing of Allied soldiers, 
members of resistance movements, or occu- 
pants of concentration.camps. 


After condemning the.“ mental abyss” 
of the Marshal, Mittag draws the moral 
that “‘ while there are people like him, we 
should not slumber nor consider compla- 
cently the grisly possibilities if the 
bombers fly again.” 


FRONTIER PEACE MEETINGS 


MPHE following details have come through 
on the War Resisters’ International 
Frontier Gatherings this year: ' 

German/Dutch frontier: The gathering 
here will be organised by WRI-rroups in 
Germany. Belgium and Holland. The date 
is July 29, and the gathering lasts until 
Aug. 2. 

German/Scandinavian frontier: Dated 
July 18-24 an? organised by WRI groups in 
Hanover, Hamburg and Scandinavia. — 

All information for intending visitors, 
who will be warmly welcomed, is to be had 
from Dr. Theodor Michaltscheff, Hamburg 
13, Bornstr 6/11. 


ATOMIC HOPES 


The appointment of 19 distinguished 
| theologians, educators and lay experts as 
‘members of the Commission of Christian 
| Scholars to study the moral implications of 
area bombing and the miljtary use of 
nuclear bombs and other weapons of mass 
destruction has been announced by the 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America. 

Bishop Dunn, chairman of the commis- 
sion, said that the commission had been 
given an assignment “in which failure is 
almost certain.” 


FACTS AND FIGURES 
LE 


Output and Productivity 


OST of the European countries have already reached, if not surpassed, 
the level of peace-time (1938) production. 


The official statistical reports, however, 
are only approximations and require several 
qualifications. If, for example, the Econo- 
mie Survey for 1950 states that Britain’s 
industrial production in 1949 was, on the 
average 6.5 per cent. higher than in 1948, 
two facts are to be added: 


1. The number of industrial workers 
rose by 1 per cent. 


2. The increase in productivity was 
uneven in various industries (e.g. taking 
1946 as 100 per cent.) mining-output in 
1949 was 113 per cent.; food-processing 
119 per cent; textiles, partly for exports, 
136 per cent.; carg and other vehicles, 
mainly for exports, 151 per cent. 


It would be wrong to assume that 
“ypeace-time” production figures mean 
peace-time “ prosperity”’ for Europe (al- 
‘hough it can hardly be said that 1938 was 
a prosperous year). 

The terrible destruction of human poten- 
tialities and of productive capital during 
six years of war have to be replaced. Pro- 
duction figures conceal two important facts: 


(a) The tremendous war-time losses 
which must be made good, and 


(b) The severe deterioration of the 
“terms of trade” (higher import prices 


CHANGES IN 


1937= 100 per cent. 1938 
U.K. 94 
U.S. 79 
France 92 
Italy 100 
Belgium 81 
W. Germany = 
Sweden 101 
Norway 100 


INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT, 


against lower export prices)—owing to 
currency devaluations—of European 
countries with regard to the “dollar 
area” (in other words, much more must 
be exported in order to get the same 
quantity of imports as before). 


If the disastrous new armaments race is 

to continue there is little doubt that the 
welfare of Western Europe will be ruined. 
The people will have no benefit from the 
“increase” in industrial output if it serves 
destructive purposes; the problem will be 
to prevent a decline in the standard of 
living. 
If war industries and exporting indus- 
tries considerably raise production, less 
resources will be left for domestic consump- 
tion and productive investment. Thus the 
choice is between “welfare state” and 
“warfare state.” 


The following table indicates (approxi- 
mately) the official estimates of the 
average rates of industrial development in 
some of the European countries and the 
USA. 

Capital destruction during the war, in- 
crease in population, structural changes in 


industry etc., are to be taken into account 
when comparisons are made. 


1937-1949 

1946 1947 1948 1949 
90 98 109 116 
130 165 170 156 
3 87 102 112 
-- 93 98 104 
74 86 93 94 
34 40 60 89 
137 141 144 147 
100 15 125 132 


Source: United Nations,: Monthly Bulletin of Statistics. 


The recovery of Eastern Europe has 
made considerable progress in connection 
with the carrying out of the “Five Years 
Plans.” Total industrial production in the 
USSR increased in 1949 by 20 per cent. 
above the 1948 level (or 41 per cent. over 
1940); in Czecho-Slovakia the increase was 
8 per cent.; in Hungary 42 per cent.; in 
Poland 23 per cent.; in Rumania about 10 
per _cent.; (The hich figures indicate the 
rapid industrialisation of agricultural 
countries). 


Production figures in Europe might have 
reached even higher levels if an unres- 


tricted exchange of goods had been possible 
between “ West” and “ East.” 


After returning from his visit to Moscow, 
Dr. Gunnar Myrdal, Secretary of the UN 
Economic Commission of Europe, stressed 
the mutual advantages of an expansion of 
trade between the Western and Eastern 
countries of Europe (Manchester Guardian, 
May 31, 1950). 

If European countries continue to use a 
large part of their productive resources for 
armaments and “atomic defence” (?), an 
Improvement of the standard of living will 
be impossible. 
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ETHEL MANNIN reviews ALDOUS HUXLEY’S new book * — 


Themes and Variations 


NEW Aldous Huxley book, whether fiction or non-fiction, is always 
an intellectual excitement if not always—as in the case of the 


horrifying Ape and Essence—a pleasure. 


is both. 


Over half the book is devoted to an essay 
on the 19th century metaphysician, Maine 
de Biran, of whom at the outset you may 
know nothing, like the present writer, but 
concerning whom you will know a great 
deal at the close of this scholarly and philo- 
sophic essay. 

Maine de Biran’s conversion to the idea 
of God on his death-bed, after living his 
life as an agnostic, leads on to a short essay 
on Art and Religion, is in the nature of an 
introduction to the longer following essay, 
Variations on a Barocque Tomb. 

And so to the discourse on El Greco. One 
feels that the essay on Goya should logically 
have followed, but E} Greco is followed by 
a treatise on Jeremy Bentham and his ideal 
prison, the “ Panopticon”” and a considera- 
tion of prisons generally—from the Panop- 
ticon via Sir Joshua Jebb’s model gaol at 
Pentonville, to the deadly efficiency of 
Belsen, which 

“ seen from the air... is said to have 
looked like an atomic research laboratory 
or a well-designed motion picture studio.” 
Huxley adds: 

“ Today every efficient office, every up- 
to-date factory is a panontical prison, in 
which the worker suffers (more or less, 
according to the character of the warders 
and the degree of his own sensibility) 
from the consciousness of being inside a 
machine.” 

He proceeds to a consideration of the 
imaginative prison engravings of the 18th 
century painter Piranesi, conceived, so it is 
said, in a delirium of fever. Perhaps the 
eonsideration of Goya’s horrors and 
cruelties does in some degree follow on from 
Piranesi’s confused fantasies—one  per- 
ceives the connection, since both artists 
dealt ina symbolism of an, at times dark, 
horrifying mindlessness. 


* 
ITH the longish final essay, 


a The Double Crisis, we return 


to the Huxley of Science, Liberty and 
Peace, the Huxley of the warning and 
prophetic mood. 


As he sees it, the human race is passing 
through a time of crisis on two levels—an 
upper level of political and economic crisis, 
and a low-level crisis concerned with the 
population and world resources . . . which 
as he points out, political and economic 
planning cannot solve, because whilst popu- 
lation increases the fertility of the soil 
declines. 


How soon, he asks, will the wasting assets 
of the world be exhausted? And he replies 
that we do-not know: 

“ All that is certain is that the supplies 
of many hitherto essential commodities 
are limited, and that, in many places, 
very rich, and easily available, deposits 
of those commodities have been, or are in 
process of being, worked out. And this 
is happening at a time when a rising 
population with steadily improving 
methods of production is calling for ever- 
increasing quantities of consumer goods— 
in other words, is making even heavier 
demands on the limited reserve of our 
planetary capital.” 

In the political field, he points out, the 
greatest enemy to liberty is war—the danger 
of which is made the pretext for increasing 
the birth-rate, so that the double--crisis is 
interdependent — overbreeding operating 
with methods of agriculture which exhaust 
the soil and ultimately produce deserts and 
dust-bowls. It is not an invasion from Mars 
which will eventually destroy the planet, 
for “ Man is his own Martian, at war 
against himself ...and the invasion of the 
planet is already under way.” 


* Chatto and Windus, 12s. 6d. 


Peace News Campaign 
BERNARD BOOTHROYD 


Editor of “ Peace News” 
“Yaffle” of “Reynolds News” 


WILL SPEAK ON 
<6 Peace and 
the Press ” 


at 2.15 p.m. on 


Sunday, June 25th, 1950 


in 


HARRINGTON’S CAFE 
Five Wayes, Tunbridge Wells 


Organised by: 
The South Eastern Area of P.P.U. 


The present volume of essays 


Nor can the miseries resulting from this 
Martian invasion be removed by:any revolu- 
tion, however radical: 


“ Over-population and erosion do their 
destructive work on a plane which is not 
that of politics. A concerted attempt to 
cope with events on the demographical 
and agricultural plane may directly 
exercise a salutary effect upon inter- 
national politics. But an attempt to im- 
pose one kind of political system upon all 
the peoples of the earth will do nothing 
whatever to resolve the low-level crisis, 
but on the contrary will prevent inen from 
doing anything about it and thereby in- 
crease the aum and intensity of prevent- 
able misery.” 

It is, Huxley acknowledges, a depressing 
theme. But, he adds: 

““So long as idolatrous nationalism 
remains the effective religion of mankind, 
and so long as it is taken for granted that 
war is right, proper and inevitable, no 
government of a country with a low birth- 
rate will forgo in advance the privilege 
of trying to increase that rate with a view 
to increasing the size of its armed forces.” 
He also acknowledges that biologically the 

large family is more normal than the one 
artificially restricted to one or two children, 
and that birth-control tends to create un- 
satisfactory patterns in family and sexual 
life. But the alternative is to “find our- 
selves growing hungrier, less free and in 
acuter danger of being involved in war and 
revolution,” which is the greater evil, 


“ Departure from biologically normal 
behaviour is always dangerous,” he 
admits, “but the dangers involved in 
birth-control are not so great as those 
which arise when individuals retain their 
natural breeding habits in a world where 
hygiene, insecticide, antibiotics and false 
teeth have radically changed their natural 
dying habits. . .. Given sewage systems, 
aureomycin and plastic dentures, contra- 
ception becomes a_ necessity and_ the 
adoption of a world population policy a 
matter of the most urgent importance.” 
The immediate task is the checking of soil 

erosion, preserving the fertility of the soil 
and increasing the production of food. 


Lack of space prevents further considera- 
tion here of this extremely important essay 
by a Sponsor of the Peace Pledge Union, 
but the whole essay should be read and 
pondered, and is of immediate importance to 
pacifists in particular. 


Huxley concludes with the reminder that 
Nature is not abused with impunity, and if 
we continue to do so, continuing to live on 
our planet “like a swarm of destructive 
parasites—we condemn ourselves and our | 
children to misery and deepening squalor 
and the despair that finds expression in the 
frenzies of collective violence.” 


The book should be read for this essay 
alone, though the whole volume has the 
quality of literary distinction and intellec- 
tual stimulus which characterises every- 
thing that comes from the pen of our most 
distinguished English writer. 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, June 14, 194v 


WQVHAT should pacifists be doing and be 
VY" prepared to do in this immensely 
serious situation that confronts us ? 

In all honesty we must admit that we 
have fallen far short of the preparedness 
which the situation demands. 

We must and can, face this situation 
afresh. Where none of us knqw what is to 
happen next week it is of little use to pro- 
phesy, or to draw up a detailed plan of 
action. 

What is required of us is to be alert, self- 
possessed, and ready for every emergency. 
Should there even come severe bombing or 
actual invasion, should there come para- 
chutists, pestilence or panic, our first job is 
to keep our heads. If others lose theirs the 
infection of panic is hard to resist... 

The other day a friend of mine met a 
young woman who had long known him to 
be a pacifist, and whose husband was out 
with the BEF. She was terribly anxious 
about him, and my friend offered what 
words of comfort and comradeship he could. 
For him to have preached theoretical paci- 
fism at that moment would have been the 
worst of taste. But on parting she said to 
him, “Don't give way, stick to your work 
for peace.” 


‘ 


—Maurice L. Rowntree 
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ALDOUS HUXLEY 


Annual Reports 


Friends Service Council, 1949, d8vo. 32pp. 
and cover, 8pp. illus. (London: Friends 
House, Euston Road, NW1). 


International Voluntary Service for Peace, 


1948-9, 12pp. illus. (London: 3, Cromwell 
Road, SW7). 


rPUERE is something peculiarly cheering 
=~ about these two reports. 


They are a record of much hard work in 
very difficult circumstances, of doubts as to | 
what will be permitted or possible in the 
future, and, inevitably perhaps, of excesses 
of expenditure over income. But they| 
come from organisations that exist not to 
propagate some strange doctrine, not to 
prohibit people from doing something or 
to compel them to do something else, not to 
protect the rights or interests of any one 
section of the community, but to serve. To 
serve with sheer hard, physical work: there 
is satisfaction in merely reading that is 
being done, and more in reflecting that the 
inspiration and most of the membership 
of ‘both these bodies is pacifist. 


Annual Reports are usually, and quite 
properly, an opportunity for self-congratu- 
lation and even a little boasting about what 
has been accomplished; perhaps it is there- 
fore permissible to comment on the refresh- 
ing quality of the charity (in the true sense 
of the word) and humility of the FSIC re- 
port. T.R.D. 


CAN BRITAIN 
BE DEFENDED? | 


Atomic Attack, a survey by the Association 
of Scientitic Workers. Published by 
A.S.W,, Is. 

PYIGH on the list of causes of world feat 
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“bomb.” This daily topic, atom bombés Speaker a 
scems in some way to be a trade-mark © | Ovango s 
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In fact, their final conclusion is the oa! a When | 
possible one: “The only way out of Ue Golause fr 
impasse is to ensure that the third word € said: 
war does not in fact take place.” It wo re | 
seem that the answer which pacifists nav Wt has be 
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is becoming adopted through sheer necess™" 
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acceptance by the Great Powers. a 


Where talk of the uselessness of waf se 
no avail; pinpointing the uselessness 
defence might bring the danger home 
many. Even laughter at the idea 0 
old ARP or Home Guard being sent ov 
sweep away the A-bombs. might o> ' 
results. The slogan is simple: Defenéé 
impossible, what is the alternative? 

t those 


So might interest be raised amongs 
to whom the usual pacifist slogans prove... 
availing. Fear is on the surface an ly 
peration just below it. Governments ae 
upon patriotic rubbish about honour to ee 
an army; and, of course, upon compuls!? 
Pacifists need only rely upon the 


present fear and on the truth that answer 


plet 


RECENT PAMPHLETS — 


Indo-Pakistan Federal Union by Alokanada 
Mahabharati, sc8vo, 24pp. and cover 
(Calcutta: World Peace Office, 4 annas). 


MPHE author maintains that negotiations, 

compromises and joint declarations 
cannot make any contribution towards solv- 
ing indo-Pakistan difticulties which, he 
teeis, are driving rapidly to war between 
the two dominions. ‘lhe primary mistake 
was partition, and the only solution ts 
federal union. Partition was, he argues, 
forced upon the country as a condition of 
her freedom. Now Nehru should repudiate 
it. What would happen if he did, none 
could tell, but that is no reason for not do- 
ing what justice and the divine plan 
demands. 


* 


Collaboration C1l§mo, 32np. (New York: 
‘the Federalists, 299 Madison Avenue 17). 


AS is pointed out in this little booklet, the 

- word government or world federa- 
tion movement at present consists of 
numerous separate organisations, mostly 
national in scope and, because of diverse 
local conditions, varying considerably one 
from another in approach and method. 


The group which issues it is concerned to 
reduce this nationalism, harmonise the 
points of view and co-ordinate the varied 
efforts. This it proposes to do by forming 
a body which shall be, at the’ same time, 
both an association of all the organisations 
and a brotherhood. Every federalist, by 
virtue of his membership of the local or- 
ganisation, would also be a direct member 
of the brotherhood, just as, were the ulti- 
mate aim realised, he would be both a citi- 
zen of his own state, and also a citizen of 
the federation, electing his representatives 
directly to the federal government. 


The plan is set forward clearly and in 
great detail, and with a rare realism which 
shows that the compiler had not a little ex- 
perience in voluntary organisations. 


* 


East-West Trade, by Michael Barratt Brown 
and others, D8vo, 24pp. and cover (Lon- 
don: National Peace Council, 1s.). 


VOR a long time a commission under the 
auspices of the NPC has been studying 
relations between the eastern and western 
political blocs. A volume dealing with 
various aspects of the matters considered 
by the commission will be published shortly, 
and the present pamphlet is an extract of 
the chapter on trade. 

The authors believe that trade relations 
between the two groups can be developed 
considerably. Indeed, if aid from America 
is to end in 1952, the only possible source 
from which Western Europe can obtain the 
food and raw materials she needs is the 
east, while Eastern Europe is in urgent 
need of capital equipment from the west. 


Unless one believes that war is inevitable, 
such a programme would be to the common 
interest of all concerned, and joint plan- 
ning for economie recovery would be a 
positive step to creating the conditions of 
peace. 


it. A cone, of the Atomic Defence pamP billion « 
is Q ; ifists. 

is a useful accessory for all pacific ea Marshall 

— ,f Atlantic | 

'n defenc 

Nillion di 

i eo 
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CRISIS 


Association 


N IN AFRICA 
Ep? [Race supremacy is becoming 
a positive menace 


— Rev. MICHAEL SCOTT 


peoples are waking up. They are being 
drawn into our industrial system but are 
being denied the advantages of a fuller and 
more expansive way of life with real res- 
the 


and self-government in 


development of their own lands. 
Which way in Africa? 


In Africa we have the British Common- 
wealth now being allied to two quite oppo- 
One of these can lead to 
disaster for the Commonwealth if Britain 
is not warned in time. The other could con- 
ceiyably lead to the fulfilment of Britain's 
role as the leading Western Power in that 


In S. Africa race supremacy is becoming 
a positive mania, people of genuine good- 
will are being infected. 


is now being rapidly erected a 
whole state system of laws which discri- 
minate against the indigenous and other 
non-European peoples. The aims of this 
doctrine—this cast system—will be to pro- 
vide separate industrial systems, separate 
towns, farming areas, trading organisations, 


ied by the 
world fear 
Iged wor 
ial ea NEARLY 2,000 people gathered in Kingsway Hall, London, last week for 
man. a — a meeting on “ The Human Crisis in Africa,” prelude to the conference 
om ported on page one. 
iia ; Ritchie Calder, Science Editor of the News Chronicle, was the first 
ee 0 SDeaker, He outlined the “ Tennessee Valley” plan for the drainage of the 
saered so | “kovango swamp in Bechuanaland, a project which would bring a fertile tract 
fa marked “native land into food production. 
» Mr. Okai Arikpo, president of the West African Students’ Union said 
Workers “at the people of W. Africa could see no security for themselves if, in any 
that tale 4” &rt of Africa, people could be carried away in cages to provide cheap labour 
5 talk or people of another race. 
li possitl€ | _ Kingsley Martin, Editor of the New Statesman, urged the people of 
dismissé3 Sitain to put all they had into “helping those who have had the dirtiest 
fal of any people in the world.” 
s the only When Rev. Michael Scott rose to speak he was greeted with prolonged 
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Million dollars spent on technical aid 
Programme for backward territories. 


British Commonwealth are grudg- 
Proposing 8 million pounds for three 
for development of S-E Asia whilst 
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Occupations in Viet Minh and 
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churches, schools and social institutions for 
all the peoples of different races. 


It is even expected that Britain and 
America will help to finance these schemes 
for an apartheid civilisation—no other pro- 
vision is made for their financing, nor for 
the purchase of land for the Africans, and 
no provision is made either for the political 
self-zgovernment of these non-European 
groups; they are expected, however, to 
collaborate. ’ 


, 

It is true that the Dutch Reformed 
Church is going to initiate a courtesy 
campaign for better personal relations 
with non-Europeans! But a_ courtesy 
campaign can hardly undo the harm that 
is being done by the degradations the 
non-Europeans are being made to suffer 
at the hands of the Government. 


At the same time this white caste system 
will continue to use native labour in the 
mines, farms and industries and in domestic 
service of the Europeans: 


We can and do allow Africans to work 
thousands of feet below ground in the 
gold mines and to dig our diamonds; We 
use them as delivery boys, we use them to 
wait on our wives and our children, to 
wash our clothes, cook, care for our 
babies, but this fantastic system will not 
allow an African doctor qualified in medi- 
cine at Edinburgh and in gynecology in 
the U.S. to sit in Parliament—even the 
Native Representative Council through 
which he might have represented his 
views has now been abolished. 


This race mania spreads fear and hatred 
amongst the non-Europeans, they are shot 
down in the streets—the other week some 
were shot down in my old parish. Often 
they have been deliberately provoked by 
white hooligans. Women and children are 
assaulted by the police. 


No confidence in police 


Our ciergy in Johannesburg have recently 
protested that the police have absolutely 
lost the confidence of the African people by 
their behaviour. And then the world is told 
that this 1s a Communist menace they are 
dealing with. 


Those who have sought to uncover these 
misdeeds are accused of having ill-will 
towards S. Africa. . 

I have no ill-will on my conscience, only 
the inadequacy of what has been done to 
arouse public opinion in this country to the 
great dangers for all Africa that lie ahead 
of us, 


Only diplomats are heard 


~Many Europeans come over to this 
country from S. Africa. Some of them are 
skilled politicians and diplomats and they 
reassure the British public that all is not 
so bad as it is painted. But the Africans 
of South Africa are never able to make 
their voices heard over here. That is why 
this question is especially a challenge to 
those who are devoted to the cause of peace 
and truth, 


Of course so far as the Union of S. Africa 
is concerned, the question of procedure in- 
evitably arises whenever it is proposed that 
anything be done about that worsening 
situation. S. Africa is described as a self- 
governing state in whose affairs neither 


Pacifist Portraits 


YRTLE WRIGHT knows the 
difficulties of living out one’s 
pacifist faith in an occupied country. 


For four years she lived in occupied Nor- 
way during the last war. And this is how 
it came about. 


Daughter of the late Dr. John Aldren 
Wright of Cambridge where she was born 
in 1903, Myrtle Wright went to the Perse 
High School at Cambridge and later to 
Newham College. Later she went to Wood- 
brooke, the centre for social and Biblical 
Studies, at Selly Oak, Birmingham, first as 
a student and later as secretary-for two 
years. Here she made many contacts with 
Scandinavians, for Woodbrooke has always 
had a high proportion of students from 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark, among 
its many overseas students. 


When, thereforea, the Friends Service 
Council decided to send a member to help 
in the foundation of a Quaker Centre in 
Copenhagen in those curious winter months 
of the “phoney war” in 1940, they were de- 
lighted that Myrtle Wright should volun- 
teer. She had already given the FSC much 
useful service in London caring for foreign 
students and in visiting their work in India, 
Syria and Greece. She had also been one 
of the organising secretaries in Britain for 
the Friends World Conference held at 
Philadelphia in 1937, and thus had consi- 
derable experience and contacts with per- 
sons in many countries and links with 
Friends and Old Woodbrookers throughout 
Scandinavia. 


So off she flew in January 1940, settled 
in with a Danish colleague in a little 
Quaker centre in a fourth floor flat in a 
business quarter of Copenhagen, got to 
know Danish Friends better, and helped 
them in what they were trying to do for 
the victims of Nazi oppression. 


Then in April, 1940, she planned a series 
of visits to Old Woodbrooke students in 
Norway. Off she went, but Hitler's forces 
were off too, only a day or so behind. Three 
days after her arrival in Norway she found 
herself caught there by the German occu- 
pation forces. 


At first it seemed that she might be 
allowed to leave the country for the Ger- 
man officers who questioned her were im- 
pressed when they heard she was a 
Quaker. But the Gestapo intervened and no 
exit permit was granted. Yet most of the 
next four years Myrtle Wright spent in the 
hospitable home of a pacifist engineer and 
his wife, the latter a vice-president of the 
Women’s International League. She was left 
at liberty and fully shared the war time ex- 
periences of the Norwegian people. 


Finally, her friends being in great 
danger, she felt it right to accompany them 
in a thrilling midnight escape across the 
frontier into Sweden. 


the UN 
any right to intervene. Yet we know that 
not only British prestige in Africa but the 
whole success of everything British Colonial 
policy is attempting in Africa is being 
endangered. 

I am not appealing to you on the 
grounds of whether or not the Union’s 
Native policy is likely to prevent Com- 
munism or assist in spreading it amongst 
a people rapidly becoming disillusioned 
with the good faith of these self-styled 
advocates of white supremacy. 


My appeal to you in this Christian 
country is that apartheid is totally at 
variance with the Christian faith we pro- 
fess. It is a contradiction of the Gospel 
which we have persuaded millions’ of 
these African people to accept. 


Don’t let anyone tell you that the African 
people have lost their loyalty. They have 
kept faith with us and with our holy 
religion in spite of the inhumanity and 
contempt with which they are being treated 
by the totally irrational political and 
economic system which has been forced 
upon them. 


Indifference in Parliament 


Everywhere amongst the general public 
in Britain there has been interest and a 
desire to understand their responsibilities. 
Wher. there was a debate in Parliament, 
however, on the vital question of Race 
Relations in the Commonwealth before I 
went to Lake Success, it seemed to me 
significant that there were never at any 
time during the debate more than ten 
members of Parliament. present, although 
the public galleries were packed to over- 
flowing for that debate. ~ 


When it seemed to the public—to the 
people of this country—that an African 
chief, (Seretse Khama) was being unfairly 
treated over his marriage, the whole 
country and Press rose up in a memorable 
demonstration of Britain’s good faith and 
good will. I am not going into that matter 
which was a personal one and fraught with 
a good deal of emotion, but there are 
matters of profound importance for the 
future of Africa and of Britain which need 
the understanding and the good will of the 
British public at this time. 3 


I hope when I return to Africa, to those 
who asked me to come and plead their case 
for them to the outside world, I shall be 
able to give them the reassurance that the 
British Government will do nothing to 
change the status of the British Protec- 
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Naturally on her return to England she 
had many stories to tell, with their lights 
and shades, of the gallant passive resis- 
tance in Norway. But while she eagerly 
made the heroism and the humour of her 
Northern friends known, she came back to 
Britain under no illusions as to the per- 
plexing, often poisonous atmosphere which 
an occupation creates. The pacifist réalises 
how demoralising it is for each side, but he 
does not always see clearly what is to be 
his action or reaction. He knows that it 
is not right to overlook the sin of the in- 
vaders in imposing themselves on another 
people. But it is difficult to know what is 
the right and Christian attitude to adopt 
to the individual “ enemy ”’ soldier. 


This able, dependable woman of medium 
height—one you would like to be of your 
party if you get into a tough corner, one 
whose blue eyes look 
at you so straightly 
and directly—thinks 
the pacifist may talk 
about suffering a 
little too easily. “Do 
not fall into a senti- 
mental belief that 
suffering is spiritu- 
ally enriching,” 
Myrtle Wright wrote 
from Sweden in 1944 
to 2 od in Eng- — 
and, w z 
spoken of the “pur, MYRTLE WRIGHT 
fying effects” of suffering on those in 
occupied territory. “Your nerves and 
emotions are laid bare, until you wonder if 
you are made of anything else. To stop to 
try and think is torture. Some have grown 
under the experience, some have learnt 
nothing, some are hardened, some hate, 
some understand things which were not 
known to them before. We have all learnt 
something of other people—both good and 
bad—and perhaps it is here without know- 
ing it that we have learnt something about 
the inner mystery of life in the revelation 
of the spiritual in the personalities of men.” 
It is no facile, “glib” pacifism that those 
four years taught Myrtle Wright. 


This serious but not solemn Friend shares 
her time between her mother’s home at 
Cambridge and her little Quaker office in 
Oslo. You never quite know in which you 
will find her. 


As active as ever, she took her part two 
or three years ago when an International 
Voluntary Service for Peace and Friends 
Ambulance Unit group went to Norway to 
help rebuild the devastated area in Finn- 
mark, well within the Arctic Circle, which 
the Germans had laid waste as a protection 
against the Russians across the frontier. 


Myrtle Wright has well deserved the 
Frietskors (Freedom Cross) which was 
bestowed on her by King Haakon per- 
sonally. She felt she could accept it as a 
recognition “that in war-time a pacifist 
could do something.” 


torates without both the consultation and, 


equally important, the consent of the 
african inhabitants which the Union 
Government seems to regard as so 
unimportant, 


It may be that only a miracle can over- 
come the antagonisms between the races 
which are being generated by this doctrine 
of apartheid. 


We must remember that when people are 
driven to extremities of fear and despair, 
it is the poor and ignorant who are blamed, 
who are shot down, or treated ag bandits 
and outlaws. It is seldom the irrespon- 
sibility of the politicians and rulers which 
are blamed. 


There are immediate tasks to which 
people of good faith and good will in this 
country can contribute, both in South Africa 
and in the territories under British 
protection. 


_ There are the Churches whose vocation 
is unique and can be fulfilled by no one 
else; there are the political parties in 
England in whose hands, speaking practi- 
cally, are placed the destinies of millions 
of Africans. 


The Unions must help . 


There are the Trade Unions—the Trade 
Union movement must face the challenge of 
racial discrimination or it may find the 
whole structure of Trade Unionism and the 
Principles of the labour movement under- 
mined; there are the co-operative societies 
who have the possibility of assisting. the 
peoples of the backward territories towards 
more co-operative ways of living. 


There are the social welfare societies, and 
there are a host of people in all walks of 
life who could and would give their lives 
to this new pioneering task in Africa if 
the politicians and statesmen would provide 
the mechanical means whereby our people 
can learn again the arts of peace and of 
mutual respect and assistance in the great 
tasks of civilisation. 


As Lewis Mumford says: “We have the 
task of giving form and character to a new 
period in the world’s history; we must pro- 
vide the stage and the setting for a fresh 


drama. . . . Adventure,” he ‘would say to 


the descendants of tha Vanrtrakber= “en 
25S Of TRS VY SOTerexKers, no 


longer lies in extensive exploration, but in 
intensive cultivation. Utopia can no longer 
be an unknown land on the other side of the 
globe. It is rather the land one knows best, 
re-apportioned, re-shaped, and re-cultivated 
for permanent human occupation.” 


—— 
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HREE distinguished Ameri- 

cans are united in their 

determination to end the cold 
war. 

The disarmament pleas of Senators 
MeMahon and Tydings were strongly 
supported by General Eisenhower in 
his Peace Address at Columbia Uni- 
versity on Mar. 23, says “ Peace Ac- 
tion,” organ of the US National Coun- 
ceil for Prevention of War. Press re- 
ports emphasised “preparedness ”; 
Eisenhower, in fact, urged positive 
peace action, including the establish- 
ment of a Chair or Institute of Peace 
at the University. East and West, 
said the General, all are in the same 
boat; the possibility of total destruc- 
tion confronted all nations with in- 
escapable proof of their common lot. 

Senator Tydings’ disarmament 
speech and Senator McMahon’s speech 
on the hydrogen bomb have now been 
issued in leaflet form by the National 
Council for Prevention of War. 


Moscow Assembly ? 
N the first of a series of 


articles in the American 
Reader’s Digest on the atom- 
bomb problem, _ Senator 


MeMahon recommends a special 
session of the U.N. General 
Assembly devoted solely to 
atomic agreement, to be held if 
possible in Moscow. 


But agreement on atomic - energy 
contro! would not by itself end the 


arms race, ‘ com- 
ments “ Peace Ac- 
tion.” To be effec- 


tive, it must be sup- 
plemented by uni- 
versal disarmament 
down to rifles. Sena- 
tor Tydings aimed 
to achieve this in 
four years, while 
Mr. Trygve Lie had 
predicted 20 years 
of negotiation. The deciding factor 
would be world oninion. 


Revacuation 
CIRCULAR letter to Rural 
District Councils from 


the Welsh Board of Health en- 
quires whether arrangements 
are in hand for the reception of 
evacuees. 

The diarist of “Welsh Gazette” 
at Aberystwyth replies with a sharp 
rebuke at this assumption of the possi- 
bility of another war. A_ possibility, 
says the writer, that ‘“ makes one 
twist impotently against the childlike 
high-ups whose lives are dedicated to 
defence and arms output and adequate 
armed services, and who have, through 
the ages, crushed personal responsi- 
bility and trained thousands to kill 
at a command.” 

The traditional Welsh pacifist spirit 
is also expressed in a general lack of 
enthusiasm for war preparation. Out 
of Flintshire’s population of 144,000, 
forty-three persons have so far en- 
rolled for Civil Defence training, and 
a public meeting at Prestatyn last 
week produced an audience of eleven, 


Challenge— 


iG is sheer cowardice that 
makes Christians shirk the 
issue of war. 

So declared Miss Winifred Fullilove 
in her Presidential address to the 
‘Northamptonshire Congregational 
{Union at the Wellingborough Spring 
assembly. The State had recognised 
the incompatibility between the Gos- 
pel and war by exempting thd*Clergy 
from military service. If they were 
not pacifists, on what ground did they 
accept their exemption ? And yet, she 
said, any lad who really was a paci- 
fist must prove it before a tribunal 
which “is often ill-informed and un- 
sympathetic, and that at the scarcely 
adult age of 18.” 

The address was described by the 
British Weekly as “ one of the most 
absorbing and searching for many a 
year. 


—and Response 


HE British Council of 


Churches has endorsed the 
declaration of the world Council 
of Churches condemning the 
hydrogen bomb, and urges the 
government to renew negotia- 
tions for the control of atomic 
energy. : 

The ful? text, together with a state- 
ment issued to the Council’s Inter- 
national Department by the Society of 
Friends Meeting for Sufferings last 
March, can be obtained as a leaflet 


from the Friends Peace Committee, 
Friends’ House, London, N.W.1. 


| Three men ina boat 


PACIFIST 
PARADE 


The Catholic Controversy 


EADERS who. are _in- 
terested in the Catholic 
attitude to war will find a 
balanced Christian-Democrat 
viewpoint in the _ bi-monthly 
publication ‘“ People and Free- 
dom ”’ (issued from 32 Chepstow 
Villas, London, W.11). 

A discussion on the Church and war 
has produced arguments against con- 
scientious objection by Fr. F. H. 
Drinkwater, and in favour by Leslie 
Way. The pacifist case is summarised 
as follows: 

1. Modern war can only be won by 
the use of indiscriminate weapons that 
have been condemned by Catholic 
theologians; 2. As the end does not 
justify the means, such methods are 
sinful; 3. Therefore, modern war is 
unjust; 4. Since to take life in an un- 
just war is murder, it would be a 
grave sin for a Catholic to participate 
in it. 


Exchange Wanted 


GERMAN High School 

teacher is anxious to find 
English families willing to “ ex- 
change” pupils during the 
holidays. 

By getting to know each other’s 
countries, she writes, the younger 
generation can help the cause of 
peace: “Having spent happy years in 
England when I was a girl myself, 
I would like to em- 
phasise the _ benefi- 
cia) influence of such 
exchange.” Travel- 
ling expenses would 
have to be paid, 
board and_ lodging 
would be on an ex- 
change basis. It is 
suggested that edu- 
cation authorities 
might follow suit if 
the initiative, is taken by individuals. 
Enquiries to: Elizabeth Norgall, 
Schwacerstr.. 4, Frankfurt Main- 
Eschersheim, Germany. 


FoR Conference 
HE Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion will hold 
Summer Conference at the 
George Hostel, Bangor, North 
Wales, from Aug. 19-26. 

The general theme is “The Pur- 
pose of Jesus and World Order.” 
Speakers will include Dr. E. L. Allen, 
Lecturer in Divinity at Durham Uni- 
versity; Rev. John M. Swomley, 
American Associate Secretary of the 
FoR; and Percy W. Bartlett, General 
Secretary of the International FoR. 

Applications should be sent as soon 
as possible to: FoR, 38.Gordon Square, 
London, W.C.1. with a booking fee 
of 5s. The cost is estimated at about 
£4 15s. per head on a pooled expenses 
basis of contribution, according to 
ability. 


War Resisters 
NOTHER Italian pacifist 
has been imprisoned for 
refusing military service, re- 
ports the War Resisters’ 


International. 

Pietro Ferrua was sentenced on 
April 3 to one years’ imprisonment, 
and again on April 24 to one year and 
three months, making a total period 
of two years and three months’ deten- 
tion. Appeals have been filed against 
this sentence, and that previously im- 
posed on Elovoine Santi, by Dr. 
Bruno Segre. Support for these ap- 
peals should be addressed to Signor 
de Gasperi, President of the Council, 
Palazza Viminale, Rome, with a copy 
to Signor Einaudi, President of the 
Italian Republic, Rome. 

British National Service men regis- 
tering as COs totalled 595 in 1949, 
compared with 404 in 1948 and 534 
in 1947, reports the Central Board for 
Conscientious Objectors. Since June, 
1939, a total of 69,421 men have regis- 
tered their objection. - 


Labour Pacifist Fellowship 


HE Labour Pacifist Fellow- 
ship will hold a one-day 
school at 2.30 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 8, in Friends House, Lon- 
don, N.W.1, on “The Challenge 
of the International Situation to 
the Labour Party.” - 
The Chairman is Reginald Soren- 
sen, MP, and speakers are Prof. 
Lancelot ‘Hogben, FRS, and Basil 
Davidson, Secretary of the Union of 
Democratic Control. All members 
are urged to attend, and should send 
2s. 6d. admission fee (including tea) 
to: W. H. Martin, 16 ‘Wilton Road, 

Muswell Hill, N.10. 

MARGARET TIMS 


its 1950. 


PEMLERS. TO 


Dr. Joad and Neutrality 


From Stuart Morris, General Secretary of 
the Peace Pledge Union: 


Your review of Dr. Joad’s article in The 

New Statesman prompts me to suggest 
that he was impelled by the expediency 
which seems to have led him previously 
first to approve and then to condemn paci- 
fism, in now urging a policy of “ keeping 
out.” 


It is this refusal to think in terms of 
moral principles which bedevils his judg- 
ment and increases the danger of the 
present situation. 


Pacifists are not “advocating what 
amounts to wnilateral disarmament.” They 
are advocating for mora] reasons the com- 
plete renunciation of war which involves 
total disarmament, unilateral if necessary, 
since it may well be that the example of a 
nation which refuses to go to war can alone 
break the present vicious circle of fear and 
suspicion. It is this probability which Dr. 
Joad ignores in his estimate of possibilites. 


Moreover, he fails to make clear that 
maintaining or increasing our armaments 
instead of disarming would lead even more 
certainly to either of two of the four 
“almost unimaginably horrible” possi- 
bilities which he suggests. 


But I want more specifically to challenge 
Dr. Joad’s conception of neutrality and his 
expediency of “ keeping out.” So long asa 
nation, making an assertion of neutrality, 
continues to be armed and thus able at any 
moment, if the circumstances seem to 
demand it, to “come in,” their motive and 
their neutrality alike might well be suspect. 

Could, for example, a policy of neutrality 
be consistent with the continuation of 
American air bases in this country and with 
our present position in the Atlantic Pact? 
Surely neutrality must involve disarmament 
and the attempt to create a neutral bloc, 
including a united and permanently dis- 
armed Germany in terms of the Neuheim 
proposals. 


The question of whether we could “ keep 
out ” is not one which we alone can decide. 
I remember that when I was in Berlin a 
high-up American officer said to me: “ What 
will England do in the next war—be 
occupied by the Americans and liberated by 
the Russians, or occupied by the Russians 
and liberated by the Americans? What 
other choice is there?” Incidentally, we 
seem already to have chosen to be occupied 
by the Americans—which brings me to the 
further point that though in the political 
sense we ought to pursue a policy of 
neutrality, in the moral sense we cannot. 
We must be prepared to resist occupation 
either by the USA or the USSR, and if it be 
argued that there can be no resistance to a 
devastating bombing attack designed to 
deny to one side any advantage which the 
use of this country as an aircraft carrier 
might provide to the other, all the more 
reason for our making demonstrably 
plain by our disarmament that we could not 
take part in any war, and by our acceptance 
of the policy of non-violent resistance that 
we should endeavour to prevent any attempt 
to make use of us against our will. 


Neutrality does not mean indifference or 
doing nothing. It does not mean “ keeping 
out’: it means coming in. The expedience 
of “keeping out” is no policy for pacifists 
or any other realist. 


- Our task is to “come in” before it is too 
late by the recognition that we still have the 
opportunity of building the bridge between 
East and West, if our Government is pre- 
pared to give that new moral lead which 
begins with the absolute refusal to use the 
method of war. 


So only can we be in the position of 
mediating between East and West, increas- 
ing trade and all other co-operative enter- 
prises, whilst we fashion and prepare to 
defend by non-violent resistance that true 
welfare state which would show that we are 
not neutral in the moral struggle to acheive 
for all men that full freedom which is theirs 
by right. 


|IVSP in India 


{tT is 15 years since the great Swiss inter- 

nationalist, the late Pierre Ceresole, 
founder ot the “Service Civil International,” 
took a team of four European volunteers 
to assist in the rebuilding ot Indian 
villages destroyed by the Bihar earthquake 
and floods. ; 


Their work left a living and potent 
memory, and their chief Indian collaborator 
at that time was the present President of 
the Republic of India, Dr. Rajendra Prasad. 
Largely through his good offices SCI 
has now been able to send a team of six 
workers, three Swiss, two British and one 
German, to help in the work of _resettling 
refugees in the Delhi area. They have 
been at work for three months and the 
reports received give an encouraging picture 
of the goodwill this enterprise is already 
engendering among those most closely con- 
cerned with it. 


The team, which-includes one English- 
woman, is engaged on resettlement work at 
Faridabad, 17 miles from Delhi, where the 
men are working alongside Indians on hard 
manual work. There is also joint work 
being undertaken among the children of 
refugees. 


The volunteers, who include skilled and 
experienced workers, do not receive salaries, 
but the greater part of their maintenance 
on the field is borne by the Indian authori- 
ties, who have shown great interest in and 
sympathy with the experiment. But if, as 
we hope other volunteers can be sent out, 
money will be needed to nay for their equip- 
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WHAT’S WRONG WITH EDUCATION? 


would not drop bombs” says Judge 


Judge J. W. Scobell-Armstrong, well-known West Country County Court Judge 


| 
| “People with cultured imagination 
| 


and educationalist, recently addressed members of Devon and Cornwatl Workers 
Education Association and extra-mural classes at the University College of the 


South West, Exeter. 


This is how he commenced his address: 
BOOK has recently appeared entitled 
“Crisis in the University ”"—a_ title 
which has, 1 understand, been resented in 
certain quarters, and not wholly without 
justification, because the crisis in question 
is not peculiar to the universities. It ex- 
| tends to the whole field of education both 
; here and in other countries. 


It began, in the sense of becoming visible, 
when the first atom bomb was dropped, 
for when we speak of a crisis we are only 
saying shortly that the solution of certain 
problems which the learned have for long 
been discussing, has suddenly become a 
matter of supreme urgency. 


| 
| 
: 


, For wholesale destruction 


4 He listed the neglect of language and the jailure to develou 
the imagination as the most “ glaring defects” of our present educational system. 


to life is largely determined by what they 
are taught, 


The ignorant masses have always been, 
and still are, led and dominated by the in- 
structed few. Ignorance has always been , 
at the mercy of trained intelligence, for | 
which it follows that the manner in which 
intelligence is being trained is of vital | 
importance to the community. | 


Lack of imagination 
The terrible things that man has done to 
man are not in the main due to innate | 
wickedness and cruelty. They are mainly 

due to la«k of imagination. 


Clearly imagination is not as yet being 
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Up and doing ! 
COPING WITH THE RUSH 


qt the recent British Peace 
*™ Committee Rally in Lincoln’s Inn 
Fields, London, five people, two mem- 
bers ot PN staff and three 
voluntary workers trequently at the 
ottice, sold between them over 300 
copies of Peace News. 

Thousands of working folk, coloured 
people and university students came in 
search of the way to peace. 


Interest in our work was sincere and 
widespread; a coloured man found that 
pacifists were deeply concerned in their 
struggle for human rights; a woman, 
her home and children lost in the war, 
eagerly discussed the way to prevent 
another world tra@zedy; people wel- 
comed peace workers who were non- 
partisan in the East-West conflict ... 


AND THERE WERE ONLY FIVE 
OF US 


At the end of the meeting, the three 
who had been able to stay failed 
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APPEAL FOR 
SACKED CO 
TEACHER 


BY the chairman's casting vote Nantwich 
Education Executive have asked 
Cheshire County Council to reconsider the 
case of Mr. A. R. Phillips, master at the 
Brindley and Faddily County Primary 
School near Nantwich, sacked because he 
is a conscientious objector, reports the 
Daily Despatch, June 2. 

During the war Mr. Phillips, a Quaker, 
served as an ambulance driver in London. 
The County Council recently re-affirmed its 
war-time ruling not to engage conscientious 
objectors as teachers. 

Councillor C. W. Hcbson, a school mana- 
ger, blamed the County Council for em- 


ploying him in the first place in a 
temporary capacity last September. His 
appointment was made permanent in 


February. 
“ A fine teacher ” 


Both these decisions, he claimed, were 
taken by the County authorities without 
reference to the school managers. Mr. 
Phillips was “a fine teacher and a very 
fine gentleman.” 

Neither the school managers nor the 
Education Executive had been informed of 
the man’s dismissal. 

An amendment moved by Mr. J. Blagg 
that no further action be taken was 
defeated by the chairman’s vote. 


Meetings in brief 


OXFORD: By 224 votes to 179 the Union 
passed a motion that “ This House regrets 
the influence exercised by the USA as the 
dominant Power among the democratic 
nations.” 

NORTHAMPTON: The largest church in 
the town was crowded on May 26 to hear 


* continued from page one 


ferred to it as a practical project which 
could be umdertaken here and now. 

The problem, Calder said, was to 
resettle the tribes whose members had 
been forced through the wide spread 
alienation of land to leave their territory 
in search of work, thus providing a con- 
venient reservoir of landless and drifting 
labour for the mine owners and other 
European employers. 

The colonies, including those in Africa, 
had been treated as primary producing 
countries and had been prevented from 
developing their own industries. We had 
now reached a point where we found that 
this policy could not be continued. We had 
to come to terms with the native peoples of 
these regions, which means that we had to 
co-operate with them in developing schemes 
which were as much in their own interests 
as in ours. 


Later the Conference saw Michael Scott’s 
film, most of which was taken in and around 
Johannesburg, showing the appalling condi- 
tions which bad housing, overcrowding and 
inhuman labour conditions have produced in 
the slums of the gold mining city. 


Peace in Africa 


The third session, 


with peace and reconciliation in Africa. 


Reginald Sorensen pointed out that 
racial discrimination was only one symptom 
of a policy of exploitation which in its turn 
was an indication of the failure of the 
human race. 


between blindness and enlightenment. 


There could be no political freedom with- 
out economic freedom, and a tremendous 
economic development was needed to pro- 
vide Africa with all her people 
Other nations had to offer their capital and 
financial equipment without any expectancy 
of material results. But the third require- 
ment was a moral development which meant 


the Japanese preacher, Dr. Kagawa, speak 
on war and his own efforts in Japan to fight 
against it. Under the influence of 
Christianity, said Kagawa, many Japanese 
had opposed their country’s wars. He had 
organised some of this opposition. After 
the atomic attacks, Kagawa said, he told 
the people not to think revenge nor to bear 
malice, for in that) way was war continued. 


LONDON: The Dean of Canterbury (Very 
Rev. Dr. Hewlett Johnson) has promised to 
preach during the “ All-Britain” Peace 
Conference which is being held on Satur- 
day, July 22 and Sunday, July 23, at the 
Holborn Hall. The Communist-sponsored 
British Peace Committee which is organis- 
ing the July Conference states that 
signatures to the peace petition, demanding 
the abolition of the atom bomb and the 
branding as a war criminal of the first 
fovernment to use it, are pouring into their 
office, 1a Park Crescent, London, W.1, at a 
steadily increasing rate. 


that man must learn to see a purpose out- 
side of himself. 


Summing up, Dr. Olaf Stapledon called | 


for “an act of wider selfishness”? on the 
part of Europeans who were responsible for 
the fate of the millions of natives in Africa. 
He regarded the economic position at pre- 
sent as far more hopeful than the political 


one, but ended by saying that—treated in | 


the right way—Africa might be one of 
THE WORLD CLUB 
‘rhe first international meeting of the 
World Club will take place in Falkenstein 
Im Taunus, Germany, from_Aug. 28. All 
information on the World Club and_ about 
this meeting can be had from Ronald 
Eames at 7 Oakhill Park Mews, London, 
N.W.3. Those who will wish to participate 


in the meeting should write now as time is 
very short. 


‘The Human Crisis in Africa’ 


in which Reginald 
Sorensen, MP, was the main speaker, dealt 


There was no difference be- 
tween black and white, only a difference 


needed. 


those test toes in which new kinds of 
democracies were to be born. 
Leslie Smith, Director of the National 


Peace Council, put before the Conference 
a resolution supporting the maintenance of 
the. international’ status of South West 
Africa and the practical projects outlined 
by Michael Scott; re-affirming the prin- 
cipals of the resolution which was endorsed 
by the Annual General Meeting of the PPU; 
and deploring: the policy at present pur- 
sued by the South African government in 
regard to the native population. The 
resolution was wholeheartedly accepted by 
the Conference and, in its final form, will 
be published shortly. HILDA KLENZE 


LIKE ANY OTHER 
MAN 


[* 1947 one million South African natives 

were arrested and eighty per cent. 
ultimately convicted, Charles Browne-Marke 
of the League of Coloured Peoples told a 
recent Hampstead PPU .meeting when he 
spoke on racial discrimination. 

Speaking mainly of South African con- 
ditions, he began with a brief but lucid 
account of the old African civilisations; a 
high standard of civilisation was evident in 
Africa even before the Roman conquest. 
Hundreds of millions of natives were de- 
ported between 1442 and 1803 forming 
many coloured communities all over the 
world which are still without any standing 
or recognition. 

Mr. Browne-Marke told of the huge, 
fertile lands which were stolen from the 
native owners to be given to whites. Thus 
were the natives driven to becoming cheap 
labour in fields and factories. Identifica- 
tion was early begun and arrests on any or 
no pretext became everyday events. 

The speaker ended by repeating that the 
coloured man does not ask for privileges, 
but only for the right to prove that he can 
contribute as much that is of use to the 
world as any other man. 


“Now I stop...” 


FAURING the first World War there was 
once a woman who worked in a muni- 
tions factory. Her job had to do with bombs 
for the Air Force. She was young. Her 
husband was out at the front, but as she 
was earning good money in the factory, she 
felt comparatively happy with her little boy. 
But one day a thought came to her like a 
flash of lightening, as clearly as if it had 
been painted on the wall in front of her.‘ 
She cried out: “ Now I stop; I cannot make 
weapons to kill the children of other 
women.” ‘“ But our war is a just war,” 
said her neighbour. “I do not know if a 
war can ever be just,” she rzplied, “1 only 
know that J can make no more munitions.” 
—From an English translation of 

the “ABC of the Peace 
Movement,” by “Anne T, Nilsson. 


RADIO, 


FILMS AND STAGE 


BARRIERS — IDEOLOGICAL AND COLOUR 


HE Cold War and the Colour Bar 
are two of the more obvious 
barriers to peace. 


Why Cannot We Work With The 
Russians ? Mr. Edward Cranshaw agreed 
with General Bedell Smith, author of 


“Moscow Mission,” that the answer to this 
question is chiefly ideological. 


Bedell’ Smith came to the conclusion that 
although diplomatic relations with the 
Kremlin were practically impossible, war 
was not therefore inevitable. We had to 
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“stand firm.” This kind of toughness will 
not appeal to pacifists unless, ot course, it 
implies the practice of passive-resistance 
rather than military re-armament. 


The Colour Bar represented a determined 
and successtul efforc by the BSC ‘Third 
Programme producers to show that emotion 
need not “ pervert our thinking.” Dr, Ken- 
neth Little introduced this series of four 
tatks by expiaining that an unofficial colour 
bar, retlected in social ostracism, could be 
quite as effective as the legal prevention of 
inter-marriaze. 

In the city of Washington there were 
separate cemeteries tor “blacks” and 
“ whites ’’—-and their dogs ! 


‘'o show that the problem varied in each 
country where mixeu populations existed, 
he took the Negroes ia South Atrica and 
compared them witn the American Negroes 
who, theoretically, cou;d become Presiuents 
or tne United States. ' 


In other colonial countries discrimination 
was mainly soclai: anu unomcelal, aitnougn 
hussia wus tne oniy country in the worid 
whien ciaimed to have “no colour bar 
whatever,” and in South Atrica the Com- 
munists were * aimost the only people will- 
ing to accord non-Europeans an_ equal 
part in the state.” 


On the other hand, colour prejudices were 
not altogether one-sided and this point was 
again stressed by Elspeth Huxley contri- 
outing her answer as an economist to the 
question—Why Are here Colour Bars 
today? Africans in Uganda, for instance, 
paid no income tax and very often in other 
mixed colonial communities Europeans were 
not allowed to buy land. 


The standard of living which the African 
really needed had come to depend upon cer- 
tain psychological factors described by E. J. 
Dingwall, D.Sc. as fear, jealousy, and guilt 
—‘“a very fruitful catse of prejudice.” 


Previously the Christian Europeans had 
used the Bible to justify their treatment of 
the pagan coloured peoples, but with mis- 
sionary enlightenment came the need for a 
new process of rationalisation in the form 
of pseudo-science. Sex jealousy was also 
at the basis of colour prejudice, especially 
in the USA. 


Professor L. Penrose told us, -however, 
that there was no biological reason why 
races should not inter-marry and that there 
were, in fact, “many more variations 


within races than between them,” and that 
although variety was a good thing for the 
survival and vigour of the human race, 
there was, nevertheless, u deeply-rooted 
tendency for like to mate like, which would 
preserve a correct balance if left alone. 


The discussion was quietly and effi- 
ciently guided by Learie Constantine who 
related the more localised question of the 
colour bar to the older problem of univer- 
sal peace. 


Learie Constantine will be sveaking again 
in the third talk of the new series, Child- 
hood Days, on Sunday, June 25, after the 
nine o’clock news. A.B. 


Trial by Jury: U.S.A. 


rPPHE imbecilicaly titled 700 Dangerous To 
— Love is a him tor all to see. Ginger 
togers and Denis Morgan apart, this ex- 
cehent fim deals exhaustively with the trial 
by jury system in the United States. 


Documentary in style, it traces the State 
methods from bailot-box choice to a very 
Gestapoic treatment of the jurors. Al- 
though propaganda inspired (‘this great 
democracy '’) J’00 Dangerous 10 Love is a 
pretty frank survey of several aspects of 
the U.S. justice machine. 


Plot and script, excepting the necessary 
(2) sentimental slush, are really first rate. 
A Warner Brothers film and a good one. 


Cellulose Massine 


The re-issue of Leonide Massine’s two 
colour shorts with the Ballet de Monte 
Carlo—Gaeite Parisienne and Spanish 
Fiesta (Rhapsodie Espagnol)—is good 
news. These are not reat films from a 
purely balletic viewpoint, but as intriguing 
introductions to ballet and several of its 
greatest exponents, Gaeite and Spanish 
Fiesta are worthy contributions to ballet 
in film. 


Fiesta iseynow at the Carlton, Haymarket; 
Gacite along with Stage Fright at 
Warners’, Leicester Sauare. Both will 
soon be on general release: see them. 


And even from a ballet critic’s lofty brow, 
this Gaeite—criticisms all admitted—is still 
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“America has at least 400 atom bomiay 
and Russia not more than 25, iy ith 
Governor Earle Clements of Kentucky 
a speech today... “ With our bom pee 
able and ready to deliver wholesale hp 
taliation against any attack on the ¥ POPULAI 
a real deterrent to Soviet attack gio 
vided—at least until the Russian ® 
pile is higher. 1960 ’ UNA 
—Daily Telegraph, June 12, 
When a strong man armed keepeth ty 
palace, his goods are in peace; but "th 
a stronger than he shall come upon, mi 
and overcome him, he taketh from him 
ine eur. wherein he trusted, 
ivideth his spoils.” ) 
—St. Luke, XI. 21-2 


OVERNOR EARLE CLEME} 


No. 730 


a 


is plainly unaware that he 4 Plan 
saying, in other words, precisely 1 ow Nati 
same as Jesus said when he preae Maly, <Tence, ; 
that it was not possible to deter i to 
devil by using the devil’s own me e eos 
lt appears however, that this Keng eno. 


Governor has missed the point; 
tinues to put his taith, not only @ 


ability of the LSA to keep ahead of et) Concernn 


in atom bomb manufacture, but in a i. however, 
of “wholesale retaliation ” as a deteFM Slority, 

It is fairly obvious in the history Aha] ha discus: 
world that neither men, nor nations. T&? ig jeurray s 
| peacefully to threats; if it is true Ing partic 
USA has many more atomic weapons 4% Tevent wi 
Russia and broadcasts it to the world” gf" Will use 
probable that Russia will do the same 1 amend 


better than the limp, languishing, lantern 
slide of a stege reproduction recently seen 
at the Coliseum by the International. 


PETER CRAIG RAYMOND 


Was hea 


is 


Britain or the USA would do unde as! 


same circumstances—make up the OVernme 
as quickly as possible. of Bi ciates w 

Every newspaper today, every speaktys ae of 
behalf of our foreign policy, from | Tiggts ier 
and Bevin, to State Governors and Mem, he do 


of Parliament,  self-righteously P 
the perfection of motive and morals ® 
own country and the wrong-doinb 
devilry of the USSR. And, apparentlt 
cannot see, in their smuy complacent?’ pe 
self-satisfied lack of imagination, jection 


: : ] 0 
are not in the least unique in their ¢ m® corres} 


to being bullied and threatened. me xecuti 
. | @ spor 
A-bomb guilt ‘ Kee Not pour 
it seems to be forgotten that it ee, A) ae 
Russia who discovered how to sP dla 7? 0 
ulom, nor made the first atom DOM \giiiy Bain bi 
was now Kussia who launcned that apr ‘ can B ( 
weapon upon an unsuspecting worlds da ed 
Britain and the USA. ad tice at 
I wonder how many recall the uneae The big-circ 
spate of speecnes and exnortations wis 


battered the ears ot the sulrering 9° t 
of this country betore and during ©” a! EN C 
war, informing them that Germany» gp 

Germany alone was responsible ia : 


and violence, dictatorship and j 
tarianism, yyy 
. E 

‘the only answer, the only W2), ja ow 
peaceful world, we were told, W454, ¢ Rae 3 cd 
troy Germany, and in order to d0 theo Hemmer C 
mupt meet the Nazis on their own cy ot Mahon 
attack with their owneweapons; cru t AT n, pl 
cruelty, violence for violence, bom ele he Cone) 
bombs—bigger and better and more”) yp lor World t 

People were either convinced ‘ands llaphcace ‘ 
necessity, or hopelessly accepted Ib Te ol ‘ Vy nN ady 
result is the atom bomb and the threwast PA oa 
more ghastly and more completely < off Ap _ Bt 
ing third world war. Yet, the ieee 9 faint C ti 
and the same exhortations contin. pratt Paitapl on 
the newspapers and pour from ee that ie tem of ._ 
casting stations, and it would see robe bry a... 
Icsson has been _ learned. ra Mherwi® 
Governor Clements does not evel th? ty Periog 6! 
he gives away his own case W" itil Ap ty) 


3 C 
igni s—“* at leas Bey. “On! 
three significant words at i’eramer, 


If we want peace... , neil 
So long as nations continue te Peso figtian 

faith in great armaments 3S 2 jss00 44 

they will not have learned the ©) ,me\ gue 

the position of the “strong M@M ie ae F 

when “a stronger than he snall ton. Ww Itar 

him”; every man and every aeyut, 

threatened, will naturally endea® om 

the stronger, and so the race 20 

and mad and horrible. r 

j never 


A race in armaments wil a 
in the abolition of armaments, “6 
effective in negotiating 3 ene? 
ment of differences; if we W® 
must discard the methods 0 fore 
know this, and it is, ther@h’ jigh 
pacifists and their work that © ign 
pierce the abysmal darkness rity 
and apathy in which the m0 er sh 
live today. A pacifist newsPaleag of 
in the hands of millions, 0 


thousands; let us Sa 
If you like 


this iaswe o-° opti 
You should | distro er nurch = 
i , a 4 yy 
nnd eel al 
distribution 88 for Buy 
PND YS, jalan postage ie * public? 
2s, $d. dozen, postage 
, leaflets free AY 
ORDER ben 
publish! 
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